1SAMUEL 16:2-13

“Don’t judge a book by its cover” is a saying that we often hear growing up, and yet
one we often find difficult to practice. We do judge books by the cover artwork. We
make judgments about people based on how they are dressed, the words they use,
and the impression they give off. And while there are times where that may be
necessary (like a threatening situation), we should recognize that we often miss
things. We make mistakes as we assess people because we cannot see what goes
on in their minds or hearts. In contrast, God sees us perfectly. God does not look at
the outside, he looks to the core of who we are. As we continue the story of David,
we realize that God’s choice of David was not based on how he looks, but because
was a man after God’s heart.

READ THE TEXT: 1 SAMUEL 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since | have rejected
him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. | will send you to
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.”

2 And Samuel said, “How can | go?¢ If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the Lord
said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 And
invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do. And you shall
anoint for me him whom | declare to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord
commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?2” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; |
have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to
the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

¢ When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is
before him.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because | have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as
man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the



heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” ? Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.
And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 19 And Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen
these.” " Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?2” And he said, “There
remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said
to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And he
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was
handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” ¥ Then Samuel fook
the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the
Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to
Ramah.

UNDERSTANDING THE WORD
1. Considering the context of chapter 15, why is Samuel fearful about the
command God has given to him2 Why are the elders scared?
2. What is the significance of appearance given in this passage? Compare 1 Sam
9:2 and Saul’'s appearance with David. How does vs 7 show us God'’s priorities?

REFLECTING ON THE SERMON
3. What was the main point of the sermon?
4. What has God been impressing on your heart from the sermon?

APPLYING THE POINT

5. Are there times where we find it difficult to trust God in our livese How do we
overcome that fear?

6. Are there places in our lives where we are tempted to care more about
appearances than about our heartse How do we fight against that?

7. If we cannot see as God does, how can we make sure we are valuing the
things God values in ourselves? Others?

8. How can we protect and guard our hearts so that they are aligned with the
things that God cares about?

1. How can you share what you have learned with... another believere An
unbeliever?

2. Share and pray for one another in your life group. How can you specifically
pray for and encourage one another in response to this text?



How to Use this Guide

This guide is intended to help facilitate Promontory Small Groups as they meet to understand the Bible
passage, discuss the sermon, and how to put it into practice in our lives. What is contained in this guide is not
an exhaustive text analysis nor a full list of questions that can or should be asked during Small Group. This is
simply a guide to help start conversations that are centered on the Word of God.

The Small Group Guide is separated into three main sections that are arranged with an intentional order:
Understanding the Word, Reflecting on the Sermon, and Applying the Point. We want to first understand the
Word of God, and then check that understanding by what has been preached, and then discuss how to put it
into practice in our own lives. The order is intended to imitate the process of how the Word of God makes
changes in our lives. Head, heart, hands, and all of it wrapped in prayer.

Our goal is not that you answer every question in this guide, but that you are able to discuss the Word of God
in a way that helps everyone follow Jesus together!

“Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.” - Psalm 111:2



